THE MEASURE OF A 



Drawing by G. E. Wolfe 





MAX had gontf overboard that afternoon. 
He had slipped when reaching out to 
sling of powder as it swung in- 
board from the ammunition barge. He 
fell between the barge and the ship's side. 
His head struck the edge of a log fender, 
and he sank under water. 

Obadiah Perkins, the little, soft-voiced 
chief master at anus, witnessed the accident from the 
f'-revastle. As the body was still in the air Obadiah 
dived and swam under the blunt bows of the barge. He 
i ame up in the twelve-inch space between the barge 
and the armor belt, the unconscious body over his 
should**, It took him a short moment to knot the 
bownwfl under th< sailor's anns— and half a thousand 
men crowded the rail, and held their breath, and prayed 
•hat the Hampton Roads cross chop would not lift the 
barge nearer and grind the two to a pulp. Obadiah 
mated till the man was safe aboard: then he dived 
again, to free water. And the deck divisions, who 
had seen, cheered theg a aclTf* hoarse as he climbed to 
tin- boat boom and came aboard. 

Alter hammocks a group of us gathered in the lee of a 
Steam launch on the spar deck, and talked it over. 

"(Juickest thing I ever seen," said White the cox- 
swain. "And nervy! I bet there ain't two men on the 
ship would risk getting squashed Hat that way. 1 
wouldn't." 

-Reminds me of one time in the B. & 0. shops at 
Y. .ungstown," began Mears the boilermaker. "We was 
-nappin* rivets — " 

"Oh, blow the B. ft O shops! You're on a battleship 

now.' 

■But what gets mi-," said lob the machinist's mate, 
"is how that little runt does these things. He looks like 
he was afraid of his own shadow -and he never yells at 
a man. But !<«>k what he did to Big Lindsay, when 
Lindsav got wild drunk Ofl shellac and chased everybody 
out of the washroom with a butcher knife! Just walked 
up to Lindsay and t--.k the knife away, and then took 
him to the brig."' 

"Yes," said Potter, "and remember when he came 
alx.ard how everybody laughed to think of him being 
be < hu-f Legs [Ix-gs or Jimmy Legs: a master at arms! 
of the toughest ship in the fleet. And now look bow 
he's tamed the gang! If you want aerapgame on pay- 
day, you g"t to dive into a double bottom. But he's 
sure got ■jnd — and he don't look it.'' 

"Which all goes to show," remarked Mears sagely, 
"that vou can't never go by looks. Now, I remember in 
the ]»."& (>.— " 

"Curse the B. & O! You're in the navy now." 

"No, vou ean't take the measure of a man by his 
looks: you've got to see him in action first," said Price 



got him in CaVite," said Price, "along 
draft just out from home. He was 
scrawny, scared looking rooky, and Hoosicr was j 
out all over bim. As soon as the draft came for 
gang spotted him. Ginger, who was citok of ll 
division, began the fun. 

"'Hello, Percy!' said Ginger. "How's things 
kosh?' 

"'I don't know,' said the kid. 'I'm frcm 
Vernon, Indiana. My name isn't Percy/ 

"That got the first laugh, and fastened ' Perry 
for keeps. 

"If we bad been on the home station, Pere> 
have dropped into the ship's ways easy enoitf; 
nobody would have bothered him wary much, 
know BOW it is on the Asiatic, — liberty only one 
two or three months, and the heat and the samo#N> 
things keeping you raw nil the time. So thefeowd 
baaad Percy just to have something to do. 

"He was the rawest rooky I ever saw. He " 
washed out blue eyes, and one of tlv.se artist 
His eves would clcud and his mouth twitch like 
going to dry even tune anyone spoke rough 
At tirst he believed even-thing you told him. 

"We worked all the old gags fin Percy. GinjJ 

especially. Ginger sent him to tin- officer of th] 

for a hammock ladder, and to the Im'sn for tr 
the keelson, and worked all iheotheroldchcstnutsi 
Percy was that innocent — he never seemed to 
"Our division officer's name was Thompsi 
■ ailed him Razorback behind his back, on ac 
him being so stiff and so much on his dignity. 
toM Percy to call him Mr. Razorback. That ffai 
laugh; but it caused Razorback to have it in for 
and he made Percy the division goat for everythi 
went wrong. 

A lit »L'T ;i week after the draft arrived we sailcdMor a 
little cruise through the islands and down tt* the 
Celebes. It was two months before we got balk to 
Manila. By that time the sport of hazing Percy wffi get- 
ting stale. Even Ginger was beginning to let him alone. 

"As soon as we dropped anchor oft Cavite the home 
mail came aboard. When ' Mail O! ' sounded PcrA was 
the first one on the fo'c'sle. He got a handful of bh, fat 
letters, and ducked, off by himself to read them. ■ 

"About an hour later Ginger was passing a drunirooni, 
and he heard a funny sound. He looked in. The* was 
Percy, sitting in a corner, crying, the letters all bunched 
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nine! 



in his hands. Ginger hailed the gang, and they crowded 
round the boob and commenced to rag him. They 
thought he was homesick. 

"'Oh, dear, dear!" says Ginger. 'And does the little 
Percy feel bad? Did his girty throw down her brave 
sailor boy and get another blue-eyed baby?' and so on, 
poking fun at the lad. Percy got up and pushed his way 
through the crowd, hiding his face in his hands like he 

was ashamed. 

"He stumbled out of the drumrootn door, and lie 
bumped into a tough little mess cook named Bates. 
Hates was carrying a bucket of water, and the bump 
knocked it from his grasp. It fell on his tot-. Bates 
danced on one foot and swore. Then he noticed who it 
was that had bumped him, and also that Percy was 
crying. 

"Til give you something to slobber about!' he . 
and swatted Percy twice across the cheek with his open 
hand. 

"Well, you know the rule. We all expected Percy to 
mix it on the spot: or at least invite Bates to the 
foY'sle. He was as big as Bales, and the blows and the 
names that Bates called him demanded a right. But 
Percy didn't even pause. He gulped a sob, buried his 
face in his anus, and slunk away, followed by our hoots, 
"That lixed Percy with the ship's company'. He was 
set down for a coward, and nearly everybody did some- 
thing to make his life a little more miserable. especially 
\ in;,-, r Ginger took a delight m bawling him cui be- 
fore the whole division. The petty officers gave him 
all the dirty work of the compartment. Razorback had 
something sour to say to him twice a day at quarters. 

"His hammock was cut down several times at night; 
and more than once Percy turned out in the morning to 
hud a monkey twist knotted in his hnmmoek lashing, 
and had to spend ten minutes getting it free. When- 
ever that happened the Jimmy Legs always slapped 
him on report for late hammock; so Percy was always 
doing extra duty. 

"Outside of duty Percy was as much alone as though 
he was the only man on the ship. Xo one would chum 
with him, or even talk wiih him frumll\. When he 
went ashore he went alone. On board he would creep 
away by himself into some corner and moon. 

"Everylnxly took a crack at him. He was looked 
upon just tike a cur dog, and treated like one. More 
than once Ginger lifted a hand against him; but Percy 

never fought back. He never even complained; but 
often Ginger would catch him looking, his big, girl eyes 
full of misery, and seeming to ask 'Why?' 

•■PHE ship went down to Subig Bay for target practice. 

We were out for records. When the men went to 
their stations the morning we went on the range every 



16 



'l 5 - DOWN t f £ e a e l 

Almost anyone can afford to have a Burrawej 
Billiaid and Pool Table. The prices are 
from SI 5 up. on easy terms of $1 or more 
down i depending on size and style selected) 
and a small amount each month- Sizes range 
up to 4'-jx9 feet I standard). Complete 
playing equipment of halls, cues, etc., iree. 



BLRROWES 




You nerd ao special room. It can be set on 
dining ot library table, or on lis own legs or 
folding stand, and quickly set aside when not 
In use. Burrowes Tables are used by experts 
for home practice. The most delicate shots 
can be executed with the utmost accuracy. 
FREE TRIAL— NO RED TAPE Osw^J 

hrMirmaUrTM-ntweHillirbpUble Play onkone week, 
ft MMlMMkO return it, and on il> receipt we m ill re* 
fund ycur drpottL Thuenjure* you a free trial. Wrifta 
today Era- Jluatrated catalog wut* prices, terms, etc. 



e. r. 



CO.. 



I Table Offers. 



A J dr t a. 



$3,000.22 IN ONE YEAR 




Puncturea 
and blowouu 
are common. 
Tireaaewd re- 
treading and 
vulcanizing. 
UCttaBTaUll 
■MBS Bill 

tiusti buib. 

• MN Mil BMU a 

r*d bmr« bine* 

.tertban ajt MqWi 

Id nBadar." ln.»!ir'!«W- 
Aak (or lie, caulo., 

UfVNI TIM All 
COBI'MEIT SO. 

Indianapolis. In i 




400^ to 800% Profit in Popcorn 
— Crispctte and Candy Buiineu 

■ .. ( i™T&*^5oata*ra!!rL^ 

Our d*li™iarRI.ir'ETTI£, malt in ruur mania. WnnoVrful 
t£» ^ A ^mat* ^ L>i.^rii» ynm la a rarular BMoey-miiil 

Caars* ia Caaatf Hakistt FREE wit. Every Ortfit 

Writ* Al riNVK f,,r rltKr: ratal- w. ■)«>« n...ci.-i m.ikin*> 
plan*, ivn-id line™ ■"•) Hnylnn! j*im.-nl ..JTrr. 

HOW i*^Uv* >i<» w No e<[-n„n.-.> nfwur, ind 

V . C 'E'DET'llHa^GEt CO 21 jhtsMt. JaCet IB. 



Money in Patents 

I jte your paten' or return my fee. Ma nuf actum* want Milli 
Patents W« ior tree booklet. "How to Get Your Patent and 
Make Your Pto&H Thereon ." I aatitt ia saBrac yaar patent. 
MAN5ELL F. MILLS, Registered U. STPatent Ally.. 
214 Com. Nat. Bank Bid*.. WASHINGTON. D C. 



PATENTS 



That Protect and Pay 

Send Sketch or Model for 

BOOKS. ADVICE and SEARCHES FREE 
Wataoa E . Coleman. Potent Lawyer. Wasaiaitaa, D. C. 



A T C M T C SECURED OR 
A 1 L 11 I J FEE RETURNED 



D 

■ sea Islet li kit flte Oftatoi a* sa ■«irnt»l»frtr 
at lala ft raiaat .i.i *iai la l.vrai ■ i'.h IW -r l.< 
■jiilaslssa uHiiaiHii taisssiraaa mm f^e- P awn s sdnartisa I tare. 
VICTOR J. E V A NS 4 CO.. 8 Nissta. Waah in Eton . DC. 



A Fortune to the Inventor — i 

who rc*i» and aavafj it. ia the poaalble worth ol the 
book we *cad lot 6 ccoib poaiag*. WWW us at once. 

ft. 3 * * » Lacn, pt«- w. w/ 



r wb. 

boc 

LS 



OLD COINS WANTED— 



SUNDAY MAGAZINE 

section and every gun :rew was determined 
to OOCaO out first, 

-Ginger and Percy were both in the third 
.section of the powder division. Their battle 
stations were in the ammunition passage to 
the six-inch guns. Razorback was the oncer 
in charge. The third section was be 11.3 
against the second section, which had he 
passage on the port side; and Razorback, 
who had a big bet up in the wardroom, was 
just as anxious as the men were to win the 
time record. 

"Ginger was running the hoist to number 
five gun, and Percy was helping him. The 
Chesapeake had the old-style, endless-chain 
ammunition hoists, run by a motor. Nasty, 
dangerous things, they were, geared under- 
neath, and without any guards. More than 
one man has tost an arm or a leg in them. 
The powder was sent up above loose; that 
is, it was taken out of the canisters in the 
magazine, and the charges went up to the 
guns without anything round the bags. 

"It was hot there in the passageway. The 
men were stripped down to undershirts and 
pants, and sweating at that. Razorback 
took off his coat and threw it aside on the 
deck. 

"As soon as the ' Stand by! ' signal rang — 
five minutes before 'Commence lire!' — the 
third sec tion rushed the powder out. They 
sent the first charges up to the guns. Then 
they piled extra charges on the deck at the 
foot of the hoists, so that all the hoist men 
would have to do would be to pick them up 
and slain them in. It was against regula- 
tions, of course, to lay the loose stuff out on 
deck that way. But you know how it is 
when you're after the record, and have 
money up, The third section meant to win. 

"'Commence firing!' sounded — and then 
it was rush, rush, rush; half strangled by 
the ether and burnt powder, half deafened 
by the concussions — both worse down there 
in the ammunition passage than up by the 
guns themselves. 

"A powder man rushed up to number five 
hoist and placed a bag on the deck. He 
turned to run hack to the magazine, and he 
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stepped on Rftzorback's coat. There was a 
box of matches in that coat, and he ground 
them with his foot. 

IT was like a flash. The matches flared up 
1 in flame. I There were three charges — 
three bags of powder lying next to the coat. 
The cotton Of the nearest bag caught tire. 
Razorback gflve a queer, choked yell. Gin- 
ger stood, stiff with fright. Percy threw 
himself down upon the smoldering bag, and 
rolled it to his bare breast — at the same 
time kicking fee blazing coat out of the way. 

"Ginger dived for the coat — slipped -and 
the cloth of his trousers caught in the moving 
chain belt of ft e hoist. It jerked him toward 
the gears. Ha squealed. Razorback jumped 
for the switch. Percy, dropping the now 
safe powder . bag, hurled himself forward 
upon the sha§ of the hoist. He thrust both 
arms beneatHa descending cross strip, and 
grabbed the Chains. There was a crunch, 
and the hoiaf stopped. Razorback pulled 
the switch, aid the motor stopped. Ginger, 
with a pincMed leg, was safe. It had all 
happened in less than ten seconds. 

'"They had) to pry Percy loose from the 
hoist. Both arms were mangled and frac- 
tured. He wfc conscious for a moment after 
they got hits free; and when they picked 
him up to rujh him to the sick bay his face- 
twisted into Jlittle smile, and he whispered 
to Ginger; 

— help crying that time. Git 
"d my mother was dead — am 
But I'm not a coward." 
broke down and cried lik 



I couldnl 
I had just he 
I couldn't fif 
"And Gir 
a baby.' 



TJRlCri knocked the dottle out of his pipe 
™ and roselo go. 

How did 1 end? Did Percy die?" 
"No," said Price, over his shoulder. tt He 
was in hospital for six months, and when he 
came back to' the ship all hands manned the 
rail and cheated him aboard. They made 
him a Jimml Legs afterward. His name 
wasn't Percy! you know, — it was Obadiah 
Perkins,— an§ I was Ginger." 



THE WAR TERROR 



docs not negket anything that can be done 
to make herself efficient in a military sense, 
so long as this does not bring in its wake a 
bunion of taxation that simply would not 
be tolerated by the people. 

SO much has been said by the alarmists 
regarding our alleged lack of reserve 
material for fighting that I secured from the 
War I k'partment and reproduce here a 
table showing exactly what we have now 
in reserve, what is aliout to be put into re- 
serve, and what is needed to complete the 
reserve. This table is the first complete 
statement I have seen of the situation, and 
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n iff past. He can see no reason 
it in the future, 
[on the House Committee on 
has covered eighteen eon- 
and in all that time there lias 
been nobodykt its head who did not realize 
the utter impressibility, the absolute absurd- 
ly projH»sing to saddle on the 
inccessary burden of a stand- 
ing army comparable to the armies of con- 
tinental Eutne, Each year the militarists 
clamor for tftmendous appropriations and 
vast bodies Jf troops, and each year, with 
unfailing regularity, the congressional rep- 
rescntativesBf the people ignore these 
claims. TheMetion of Congress on a matter 
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Rifles 


I.O37.GO0 


30.74!) 


li 


Pistols and revolvers 


1 15,570 


31,271 
5,000 




Sabers 


88,763 




Ball c.-mridjies. caliber .30, 








models ^ I'JOti and IS'JX 


96.000.000 


4J5.000.000 


241 


Pistol and revolver cartridges. 


31,196,327 


n. 500,000 


42 


Personal equipments (sets).. . . 


276.161 


27.839 




Horse equipments (.sets) 




3.20O 




Machine guna 

Field batteries complete. 4 guns 




06 










wch 


1G0 


46 




Ammunition trains 
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Harness, wheel (sets) 


2.808 


5'J7 




Harness, lead (sets! 

Ammunition for Held artillery. 


5,41 2 


1.071 






177*800 


402.200 
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3335 
6,483 



600.000 
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7.600 
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07,0 JO 
11,006 



30,227 
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1.137.000 557,000 
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In my dtSCQSStOQ of the army here there 
lias been nothing of a politieal or jiarti- 
zan nature, just as in Congress there eould 
not Ik' anything materially political in the 
handling of the approjiriations for the 
anny. Through Repubhean and IX'tni)- 
eratie administrations the land military 
furees liave been treatenl in response to the 
spirit of the Ameriean people. By that I 
mean that both Democrats ami Republi- 
cans have responded to the underlying and 
cardinal fact that the spirit of this country 
is unalterably opposed to a big standing 
army. Our people are against ft. They 
would not favor it. They would recognize 
the folly of paying out hundreds of millions 
of dollars every year for such a purpose. 
They see too clearly that there is no need 
for it— ami too there is in the mind of al- 
most every American that, when the time 
comes he can take care of any military 
emergency that may confront him. He has 



of this sort 
flection of pAutr 
country. If I tlu 
staiiilintr arrAr, 



be taken as a direct re- 
r opinion throughout the 
people wanted a big 
hey would have had it 
long ago, Cftigrcss would have yielded to 
their impnrtqptties if mere had been any 
importuniticSpo hear. 

And the reason they do not want an im- 
mense military establishment- is because 
they refuse to'regard with serious eyes the 
"war terror*' Bat is held up to their gaze by 
the militarists cwrv war. 
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